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Future is uncertain

Calmly adjust to present, and 
plan for worsening of fuel 
supply situation, even while 
hoping for the best
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Fuel supply impacts on sector

Increased fuel prices /

Perceptions of scarcity

Increased service costs and 

supply chain disruption for 

organisations through fuel 

and other goods

• Increased expenditure on fuel

• Fuel costs drive inflation 

across goods and services, 

faster than income increases

• Decreasing reserves and 

sustainability, increased risk

• Service reductions
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Fuel supply impacts on sector

Increased fuel prices /

Perceptions of scarcity

Increased service costs and 

supply chain disruption for 

organisations through fuel 

and other goods

Increased financial and 

professional pressure on 

staff and volunteers

• Increased expenditure on fuel

• Fuel costs drive inflation 

across goods and services, 

faster than income increases

• Increased expenditure on fuel

• Fuel costs drive inflation 

across goods and services, 

faster than income increases

• Decreasing reserves and 

sustainability, increased risk

• Service reductions

• Fuel subsidies from community 

organisations
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• Reduced volunteering
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Fuel supply impacts on sector

Increased fuel prices /

Perceptions of scarcity

Diminished economic 

and social wellbeing, 

declining mental health, 

especially in priority 

populations

Increased service costs and 
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professional pressure on 

staff and volunteers
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• Fuel subsidies from community 

organisations

• Declined shifts

• Changed business models

• Declining morale from 
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• Reduced volunteering

• Increased demand for services

• Increased client complexity

• More clients turned away

• Clients cannot be fully helped

• Client anger / reduced cohesion

• Changed business models

• Increased financial stress on 

population

• Reduced travel

• Increased social isolation

• Decreased MH/SEWB

• Diminished access to services
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Government policy options

Embed community sector in decision making and execution

Partner with the ACT community sector to monitor and respond 

to rising need during financial stress, including basic needs 

insecurity (food, energy, transport), housing and financial stress, 

family safety risks (e.g. family violence), and mental health impacts

Engage proactively with the community sector to track 

longer-term impacts and plan for sustained pressures on 

wellbeing and service capacity

Provide targeted, flexible support to community organisations 

to offset increased transport and operational costs, focusing on 

those services with high reliance on travel, logistics and outreach

Ensure continued access to essential services, including 

medical appointments, pharmacy access and in-home care, through 

support for community transport and service delivery models

Recognise fuel affordability as a barrier to workforce 

participation, particularly for casual and low-income workers, and 

consider ACT-level responses to mitigate this impact
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